IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFTCR 

In re Patent Application of 

NISfflUMI et al. Atty. Ref.: 723-1245 

Serial No. Unknown Group: 2672 

Filed: January 11, 2002 Examiner: C. Harrison 

For: THREE-DIMENSIONAL IMAGE PROCESSING APPARATUS 

*********** 

January 11, 2002 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Sir: 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Please amend the above-identified application as follows: 
IN THE CLAIMS 

Please cancel claims 1-3 and add new claims 4-6 as follows: 

~4. In a video game system having a game program executing processing system for 
executing said video game program and at least one player controller operable by a player to 
generate video game conttol signals, a player contiroUer and a portable storage device for 
controlling storing said video game program for controlling the operation of said video game 
system; a method for operating said video game system comprising tiie steps: 

sending a data request command to processing circuitry in said player controller to 
initiate the tiransfer of data from said player contioUer to said game program executing 
processing system; 
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processing said data request command by processing circuitry in said player controller to ' 
initiate the transfer of data to said game program executing processing system; 

sending a further command to said player controller to initiate a predetermined operation 
in said controller; and 

processing said further command by processing circuitry in said player controller to 
perform said predetermined operation.-- 

--5. A method according to claim 1, wherein player controller includes a RAM and said 
further command is a write to RAM command.- 

-6. A method according to claim 1, wherein player controller includes a joystick and 
said data request conmiand initiates the transfer of joystick related data to said game program 
executing processing system.- 



REMARKS 

Favorable examination is earnestly solicited. 

Respectfully submitted, 
NIXON & VANDERHYE RC. 

Joseph S.Presta 

Reg. No. 35,329 

JSP:ing 

1 100 North Glebe Road, 8th Floor 
Arlington, VA lll^XAlU 
Telephone: (703) 816-4000 
Facsimile: (703)816-4100 
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